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Abstract

Peaceful rise is one of the basic concepts in Chinese foreign policy, which means
China'’s orientation to establish relations with the countries of the world based on
cooperation and joint win-win, and an attempt to move towards multipolarity that
achieves stability for the world, through friendly cooperation with neighboring
countries, China has achieved development achievements, which made the world
unable to achieve stability and prosperity without China.

Many writers have argued about peaceful ascension, and most of them considered
peaceful ascension as the absolute truth in Chinese foreign policy, specifically
references issued by Chinese researchers, as a concept that came to prove goodwill
In the region, to express China's rejection of hegemony and the zero-sum game.
Others argued that the Chinese Communist Party relies on overframing the concept
in foreign policy strategies. Affirming China's foreign policy positions in the South
China Sea.

The controversy over the positions, speeches and official papers issued by the
Chinese Foreign Ministry is that China does not hide the possibility of military
ascent, which can be divided into two parts, the first part, the military ascent,
which is believed to not affect the course of the Chinese ascent, but may be
relatively affected by the history of relations between Russia, India, and Japan. The
second part relates to external shifts that are believed to affect China's ascent
trajectory and sometimes decline, and may be influenced by U.S. behavior in the
South China Sea.

In light of the above, this study came to analyze the concept of peaceful rise and its
foundations, and to study the extent to which China can benefit from the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization and employ it in the region. This study seeks to present
and analyze the different ideas and concepts in favor of peaceful ascension, used in
the literature to discuss the relevance of Chinese foreign policy to the reality of
peaceful ascension. The study also seeks to shed light on the role of the SCO in
China’s achievements in ascending peacefully.

This study concluded that the SCO represents the functional tool of China's rise, as
it helped China develop regional security, resolve some outstanding issues with
neighboring countries peacefully, such as Russia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan in 2004, help confront terrorist groups in Sinkiang
province, and meet part of China's energy needs. Besides, the SCO has helped
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China develop relations in various fields with neighboring countries. The
organization has provided China with a secure regional environment, which has
enabled China to go global, mainly through the establishment of the Belt and Road
Initiative, which was announced in 2013.

The study also concluded that the SCO remained under the realist theory that the
national interest of countries may be eternal or permanent, but today's friend could
be tomorrow's enemy. Therefore, the SCO countries continued to prefer to retain
their national sovereignty over the mechanisms and agreements of the
organization, which is reflected in the position of Russia, which was keen to make
the organization a forum for discussions on energy in 2009, and to transfer China
most of its economic dealings to the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank in 2016.

Keywords: Communist Party of China, Socialism with Chinese characteristics,
Peaceful ascension, Shanghai Organization.
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